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Previously Ms. Blank served 24 years as the director of the Child Care and Development
Division at the Children's Defense Fund. While at the Children's Defense Fund, Ms. Blank
spearheaded a variety of efforts for improved early learning legislation. In an effort to pass the
Act for Better Child Care, the first comprehensive federal child care legislation, she organized
the Alliance for Better Child Care. Additionally she developed a guide for the implementation of
the legislation that was enacted, the Child Care and Development Block Grant, that was widely
used by state policymakers and child care leaders. In 1991, she led an effective campaign to
convince the Bush administration to issue regulations for the Child Care and Development Block
Grant that allowed states to use the new federal funds in the best interests of children. She was
also a leader in efforts to expand and improve the child care provisions in welfare reform,
subsequently developing a guide to assist states in implementing the provisions. In addition, she
created the Child Care Now!® Campaign, an ongoing initiative, which attempts to focus
attention on early care and education
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including _A Center Piece of the Child Care Puzzle; Providing Prekindergarten in Child Care
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